MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF SUPERVISORS

Weekly Legislative Update

2018 Regular Legislative Session
February 2,2018

SURVIVING THE FIRST MAJOR DEADLINE

General bills that survived Tuesday’s first major legislative deadline will set the tone &
and highlight the major issues for the rest of this year’s legislative session. The [&

Mississippi House of Representatives made its mark within the first two weeks of the
session with a rewrite of the public-school funding formula, and several new ways to
pay for infrastructure maintenance. Infrastructure funding has been a top issue for the
Mississippi Association of Supervisors (MAS). Please continue to have conversations
with your local legislative delegation about the local infrastructure needs in your local
county area.

House Bill 722 sets an historic precedent as it relates to counties receiving a portion of
the use tax for infrastructure funding. This bill passed the MS House 118 to 0.

Please continue to contact your local Senate delegation and request that they
ask for the passage of House Bill 722.

MS HOUSE TRANSPORTATION CHAIRMAN CONSIDERING
MORE INFRASTRUCTURE LEGISLATION

A new plan to pay for infrastructure repairs around the state emerged Wednesday,
January 31. At the Mississippi Economic Council’s Legislative Scrambler, MS House
Transportation Chairman Rep. Charles Busby discussed his intentions of introducing a
revenue bill that would raise the state’s fuel tax and eliminate the 4 percent income tax
bracket. “What this bill would do, is it would add 3 cents per gallon to gasoline every
year for the next four years and then index that tax after that,” said Busby. “It would
also put 3 cents per gallon on every gallon of diesel for 5 years and then index it.”
Busby also noted that phasing out the 4 percent income tax bracket would involve
eliminating 1 percent each year for four years. Removing the 4 percent income tax
bracket is supposed to make this proposal tax neutral. The 4 percent income tax
bracket generates about $150 million in revenue. Chairman Busby mentioned that this
proposal could produce $180 million before including the tax on diesel.

Note: Currently, this proposal has not been introduced. Since this proposal will
be a revenue bill, it will have a later deadline.

WEIGHT LIMIT BILL STILL ALIVE ON THE SENATE FLOOR
CALENDAR

Senate Bill 2418 increases the weight tolerance allowed for vehicles operating under a
harvest permit and vehicles loading and unloading at a state port. Under this bill,
vehicles operating with a harvest permit shall be allowed a tolerance not to exceed ten
percent above their authorized axle weight. Our office has been informed that this
weight tolerance increase can have a serious negative impact to local county roads and
bridges. With the current bridge closings by the Federal government, and widespread
crumbling infrastructure across the state, any type of weight limit increase would
make it more challenging to rehabilitate and maintain local county infrastructure.
Please contact your local senator and request that they defeat Senate Bill 2418.
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The House and Senate will
reconvene Monday, February
5th at 4:00 p.m.

MAS WEEKLY GRASSROOTS
INITIATIVE

The Second and Third Regional
Capitol Visits will be Southwest
Region, February 6th and Three
Rivers Region February 7th.
Supervisors will meet MAS staff on
the first floor of the Capitol at
9:00am to receive handouts
(talking points).

REGIONAL ELECTIONS FOR
MAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
COMMITTEES

During MAS Regional Capitol Visits,
Supervisors will be electing
representatives to the MAS Board
of Directors, Nominating
Committee, and Legislative
Committee. These elections will be
held promptly at 11:30 a.m. Lunch
will follow beginning at 11:45 a.m.

Supervisors unable to attend the
Capitol Visit may still participate in
the election process by conference
call. Conference call information is
listed below and will be posted on
the MAS website.

Dial In Number:

(877) 699-4804

Passcode: 601 353 2100 #
SAVE THE DATE

The 2018 NACo Legislative
Conference will be held on
March 3rd—7th at Washington
Hilton Hotel in Washington, D.C.

HELPFUL TECHNOLOGY

Download the Mississippi
Legislature Roster to your iPhone
by visiting the App Store and
searching “Mississippi Legislature”
provided by Electric Cooperatives
of Mississippi.


House%20Bill%20722%20sets%20an%20historic%20precedent%20as%20it%20relates%20to%20counties%20receiving%20a%20portion%20of%20the%20use%20tax%20for%20infrastructure%20funding.%20This%20bill%20passed%20the%20MS%20House%20118%20to%200.
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2018/pdf/history/HB/HB0722.xml
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2018/pdf/history/SB/SB2418.xml
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2018/pdf/history/SB/SB2418.xml
mailto:dsurrette@massup.org?subject=Weekly%20Legislative%20Update%20
mailto:sgray@massup.org?subject=Weekly%20Legislative%20Update
http://www.mssupervisors.org/

