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The 2023 Regular Legislative Session

The Nineth week of the 2023 Regular Legislative Session is now complete. The deadline for
committees to report general bills and constitutional amendments originating in other
house has passed. The deadline for original floor action on general bills and constitutional
amendments originating in other house is Wednesday, March 8th,

Comprehensive Approach to Help Address the Mental Health Crisis
Could Impact County Budgets

introduces and creates The Mississippi Collaborative Response to
Mental Health Act. This measure takes a comprehensive approach towards addressing
mental health regarding appropriate evidence based mental health first aid training,
specialized mental health treatments, various aspects of program governance, and the
possibility of mental health patient housing. NOTE: Regarding the aspect of specialized
mental health treatments, MAS has voiced concerns to legislative leaders involved with this
bill about the current status of Section 8 of this bill. Section 8 of this bill contains language
that mandates that the county shall bear the costs of treatment at an amount negotiated
with treatment facilities as it pertains to the need for psychiatric treatment and when there
are no State Department of Mental Health beds or community mental health center crisis
stabilization beds available. Although language in this section requires counties to bear a
cost, it also notes that the counties shall bear a cost not more than the Medicaid
Reimbursement Rate. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This measure currently resides on the Senate
Floor Calendar.

REMINDER: KEY LEGISLATIVE MEASURES PROVIDING STATE FUNDING TO
MS COUNTY GOVERNMENT THAT'S ALIVE AND MOVING THROUGH THE
LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

Homestead Exemption Reimbursement

This act is the appropriation measure for the MS State Department of
Revenue. Located in Section 7 of this bill is the appropriation line item for the homestead
exemption reimbursement. This legislation currently has the reimbursement being funded
at $92,000,000.00. This represents a $1.4 million increase from last year’s
reimbursement. NOTE: This measure currently resides in the House Appropriations
Committee.


http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2023/pdf/sam/HB1222_S_Cmte_Amend_01.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2023/pdf/sam/HB1222_S_Cmte_Amend_01.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2023/pdf/history/SB/SB3022.xml

Emergency Road and Bridge Repair Fund (ERBR)

Senate Bill 3120: This act makes a FY 2024 appropriation from the state Capital Expense
Fund to the MS Department of Transportation (MDOT) for certain infrastructure expenses.
Located in Section 3 of this measure is a line item appropriation for the Emergency Road
and Bridge Repair Fund (ERBR) to be funded at $100 million. NOTE: This measure
currently resides in the House Appropriations Committee.

Use Tax Diversion Increase

House Bill 1734: Located in Section 38 of this bill is language that will allow for an
additional one percent increase for the 5% use tax diversion. Instead of the current 5%
diversion, it will now be a 6% diversion. This additional percentage is estimated to create
an additional $25 million for the diversion. NOTE: This will be new money added to the
current use tax funding structure, and a new split will be established between the Local
Systems Bridge Program and funding for the State Aid Road Construction Program. NOTE:
This measure currently resides in the Senate Finance Committee.

Beaver Control Assistance Program (BCAP)

Senate Bill 3013: This act is the appropriation measure for the MS Department of
Agriculture and Commerce. Section 4 of this measure funds the Beaver Control Assistance
Program at $1.1 million. NOTE: This measure currently resides in the House
Appropriations Committee.

HOUSE & SENATE will reconvene on Monday at 4pm.

Join us next Friday, March 10 at 10:30 a.m. for our
weekly legislative Zoom call.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://uso6web.zoom.us/j/3852299667

Or Call in at: 888.788.0099
Then Enter Meeting Id Number: 385 229 9667
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